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upon the associations of Lorraine generally: " The advantages
of the loan system are unmistakable, particularly the facility of
repayment, since this can take place in instalments from week
to week, or at shorter intervals, just as money can be spared.
The articles offered for sale on the Co-operative principle are very
popular. In districts without Raiffeisen associations the prices
for artificial manures were formerly very high, but after the
introduction of these associations they fell very considerably, and
the result of their wide use is that the fertility of the soil lias
been greatly increased, insomuch that people who formerly could
only produce -wheat to last them three months can now supply
their needs for the whole year out of their own harvests. More-
over, by the co-operative sale of machinery, marketable com Is
produced, fetching the highest prices, and the peasant is enabled
to use Ms crops better and to provide for himself a refreshing
summer drink, whereby intemperance lias been decidedly checked.
The abuses of usury faaye been carefully watched, and in general
the members have been helped with adTice ancl practical measures
by the officials of the associations."
At the present time no fever than 4?159 rural Co-operative
loan associations are affiliated to the Ketreied Central Organisa-
tion, and in addition 65*2 Co-operatiTe stores for the snpply of
agricultural machinery and other commodities, graug tie large
total of 4981i associations of aU kinds. The aggregate tumoTer of
the central and local societies in 1908 exceeded fifty million pounds,
an increase of eight millions on the previous year. Tbe turnover
in goods of all kinds amounted to nearly three a half millions,
an Increase of a quarter of a million on the year. Thus out of
bumble beginnings has grown a movement not merely of national
but of European extent; for Austria, Italy, Switzerland,
lately England and Ireland., are             tie countries which are
profiting by Baiffelsen's efforts* "While, lioveTer^ the material
benefits conferred upon the farming class have been incalculable,
the moral benefit lias also been great, for the true Raiffeisen ideal
has          been that the ultimate         must be the permanent
moral elevation of the associated farmers, and that economic
financial belp must only be regarded as a means to this end*
So firmly rooted have the Eaiffeisen institutions become that it
"been resolTed to establish as soon as practicable a special
training institution in which future officials will be systematically